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 Session 5 
Image: God Loves  
 

I) INTRODUCTION  
 

A) Throughout history we have been told through humanism (the message of humanity 
disconnected from the living God), that we are to look inward to see what it means to be 
human, rather than looking upward to God to understand our identity. 
 

B) This has created a culture of people that aren’t living for the glory of God; are not a part of the 
Church; nor do they grow in holiness. Instead they live for themselves as good people, who in 
turn worship themselves as little gods.  
 

C) A leading sociologist recently said that the true religion of most people in the west today, 
regardless of what religion they profess to be, is something called “Moralistic Therapeutic 
Deism.”  
 

1) Moralistic= we are good people who can get better; but we’re not sinners who need a 
Savior. 
 

2) Therapeutic= we need counseling and therapy; not God or the Church to help us in life. 
 

3) Deism= Though God created all things; He is disconnected from us, doesn’t help us and has 
left us on our own.   
 

D) As Christians we don’t look to culture to define our humanity, but the Bible. One Rabbi said “We 
become what we think of ourselves, what determines ones being is the image one adopts.” 

  

II) What Does the Bible Reveal About the Origin of Human Life?   
 

A) Truth about human origin and human life spring from Genesis 1:26-27. 
 

1) Genesis 1:26:27   “Then God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness…So 
God created man in his image, in the image of God He created them; male and female He 
created them.” 
 

B) When creating all things, God spoke; except for humanity. In creating humanity God got 
personally involved with him, making him superior over all His creation. 
  

C) Light=God spoke Land=God Spoke Waters=God Spoke Grass=God Spoke 
Sun/Moon=God Spoke Water Creatures=God Spoke    Earth Creatures=God Spoke 
Humanity=God Created-Breathed His Life Into him   
 

D) Here are 6 vital truths about humanity being made in the image of God:  
 

1) We were created by the Trinity. Genesis 1:26   “Let us make man in our image..” 
  

(i) Theologically we are created to live in relationship with God. 
(ii) Psychologically  we are created to live in relationship with ourselves. 
(iii) Socially we are created to live in relationship with others, community. 
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(iv) Environmentally we are created to live in relationship with all that God has put under 
us, including animals. 
 

2) We were created as persons by a personal God. 
 

(i) Unlike the rest of creation, God became personally involved in our creation and 
breathed upon us, making us a living soul. 
 

3) We were created originally without sin. 
 

(i) Genesis 1:31 “…He said that the creation of humanity was very good.” Sin is the result 
of humanity, not of God. God created everything perfect, but humanity disagreed with 
God and sin was their child. 
 

4) We  were created in the image of God, unlike the animals that were created after their kind. 
 

(i) This means that humanity has more dignity then the animals, and that humanity is over 
all of lesser creation. 

 

5) We were created to be reproductive and have children. 
 

(i) Humans have a built in passion to father and mother children, release them and see 
another generation raised up.  
 

6) We were created to live before God’s face. 
 

(i) This means that all of our lives are before God. All of our lives are in the presence of 
God, under the authority of the Word, and that nothing is separated from Him. Nothing 
is mine and His; it’s all His and His alone.  
 

E) After God created humanity He spoke to them. God didn’t speak because they were sinners; He 
spoke because they needed God to figure life out. The root of the human problem is that we try 
to figure life out with God, instead of allowing God to tell us who we are, why we were created 
and what He wants for us and from us.   

 

III)  What Does it Mean That We Are Made in God’s Image? 
 

A) Unlike anything else that God created, He made man in His own image (Genesis 1:26-17). 
 

B) The word Image is most commonly translated as “Idol.” 
 

C) We know that God forbids idol worship and that worship of idols is sin. What that word idol is 
meaning, is that we are to make God visible to the earth in which we live. 
 

D) God has created humanity to be living images (idols) of Him in the earth to mirror God to those 
who live among us.  Image=exact likeness, a visual representation.  
 

E) This means that we are working to reflect Christ, not our first parents Adam and Eve, culture or 
even ourselves. 
 

1)  Galatians 2:20 “For I have been crucified with Christ, and it’s not longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me.”  
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2) Colossians 3:1-4 “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, 
where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things 
on the earth. For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is our 
life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.”   
 

F) We are called to image God both personally and corporately. Personally we each work out our 
own salvation; and corporately, as the body of Christ, we image God as a community of faith.  
  

G) For us to image God well we must understand that God is not an It, or a force, but a personal 
God. When God made us in His image, there are some things that are shared between humanity 
and God, and some things that are unshared that belong to God alone. 
 

H) Unshared Attributes 
 

1) Omnipresence 
 

(i) God is everywhere at all times. (Deut. 31:6; Ps. 139:7-12).  
 

2) Omnipotence 
 

(i) God is all powerful and able to do all that He wills. (Job 42:2; Ps. 147:5).  
 

3) Immutability 
 

(i) God doesn’t change His character, purpose, or knowledge. He respond to people and 
their prayers. (Num. 23:19; Ps. 102:27). 
 

4) Eternality 
 

(i) God has no beginning or end and is not bound by time. He is conscious of time and does 
work within time. (Ps. 90:2; 93:2).   
 

5) Sovereignty  
 

(i) God is supreme in rule and has authority over all things though He does allow human 
freedom. (Gen 50:21-22).  
 

I) Shared Attributes  
 

1) Holiness 
 

(i) God is separated from evil. We image God best when we hate sin, love righteousness by 
repenting and fighting sin. (Ex. 3:5; Lev. 19:2; 1st John 1:5).  
 

2) Love 
 
 

(i) God is perfect love. We image God best by loving Him and others well. (Ex. 34:7). 
 

3) Truth 
 

(i) God is truth. We image God best by believing truth over lies. (John 14:6; Num. 23:19). 
 

4) Righteousness 
 

(i) God doesn’t conform to right and wrong, but right and wrong flow out of His character. 
We image God best when we help the sick, the poor, and the downcast, and when we 
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fight oppression, injustice and the evil of such things as sex slavery and abortion. (Gen 
18:25; Ex. 34:7).  
 

5) Mercy  
 

(i) God doesn’t give some people what they deserve. We image God best when we forgive 
those that sin against us and do good to those who do evil against us. (Ex. 34:6-7).  
 

6) Beauty 
 

(i) God is beautiful and His creation reflects His beauty. We image God best when we 
create and enjoy beauty in a whole way by enjoying arts, music and culture. (Ps. 27:4; 
Isa 33:17).  
 

IV) What Does It Mean To Be Male And Female? 
 

A) Genesis 2:18 “….and the Lord God said “it is not good that man should be alone; I will make 
Him a helper comparable to him.”  
 

B) After everything God created He said “it was good”, except Adam was alone and this He said 
was not good.  
 

C) God making Eve for Adam as his helper wasn’t a statement she was of lesser value. God Himself 
is called the Helper in man’s relationship with Him. John 16:7 “…for if I do not go away, the 
Helper will not come to you…”  
 

D) God is not engendered, but He is seen as our Father and Jesus as the God Man. This means that 
though men and women are different, they are equal in dignity, value and worth because they 
are both image bearers of God.  
 

E) God defines marriage as between one man and one woman; which makes bestiality, 
homosexuality, fornication, polygamy, adultery and any other sexual relationship a sin.  

 

V) Here Are Some Common Errors Regarding the Doctrine of the Image Of God. 
  

A) Here are the two main errors Christians are prone to when looking at the doctrine of the image 
of God: 
 

1) We don’t maintain our rightful place in God’s created order. 
 

(i) Genesis 1:26 “Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and 
over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.” 
 

(ii) Humanity is made by God and set over creation. We error by making ourselves like God 
or a god, or placing ourselves underneath creation. 
 

(iii) When we make ourselves above God we lose our humility and when we put ourselves 
under creation we lose our dignity. 
 

(iv) We need both humility and dignity. We are not God or a god, and we aren’t animals.  



DOCTRINE 
“What We Believe”  
 

Patrick Walton 
www.PatrickWalton.org  

 

Patrick Walton  

(v) The word human is a Latin word that is derived from the word humility, which actually 
means “knowing your place.”   
 

2)  We define ourselves as God’s image bearers based on what we do, rather than who we are. 
 

(i) When we define ourselves by what we do, those who can’t compete with others who 
are better, become less human and have less dignity. Therefore we treat the unborn, 
sick, comatose, elderly, and infirm as being less than we are. This takes away from the 
reality that all people, at all times are and have been made in the image of God.  
 

VI)  How Does Human Life Begin? 
 

A) Scientifically and medically human life begins at conception. From the joining of the sperm and 
egg, the tiny baby is alive, distinct from its mother, living and growing as a human. No matter 
how small and how weak, human babies in the womb deserve protection because they are 
God’s image bearers.  
 

1) Psalm 51:5 “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.”  
 

B) This passage reveals that we’re not only humans at conception, but also sinners.   
 

1) Job 31:15 “Did not He who made me in the womb make them? Did not the same One 
fashion us in the womb?”  
 

C) The Church must be a prolife movement. We don’t get to choose either pro-life or pro-choice. 
God is pro-life and thus the Church and all Christians must also be.  
 

1) An estimated 50 million babies have been aborted in America since 1973. One-quarter of all 
pregnancies end in abortion.   
 

2) 98% of all abortions are due to personal choice: the child is unwanted, or is an 
inconvenience.  
 

3) 1.7% of all abortions are due to the health of the mother or child.  
 

4) .3% of all abortions are a result of rape or incest. 
 

(i) Isaiah 49:1 “From my mother’s womb You have made mention of me.”   
 

(ii) Jeremiah 1:5 “Before you were even formed in your mother’s womb, I knew you…”  
 

(iii) Luke 1:15 “He (John the Baptist) will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from his 
mother’s womb.”  
 

(iv) Psalm 139:13-16 “For You formed my inward parts; You knitted me together in 
my mother’s womb. I praise You for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are 
Your works; my soul knows very well. My frame was not hidden from You, when I was 
being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my 
unformed substance; in Your book they were all written, every one of them, the days 
that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.” 
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D) Throughout both Jewish history and Church history we have taken the abortion of babies within 
the womb to be murder and an act that we are not to commit. The reason for this is because the 
Bible tells us that a baby is a human whether in the womb, or as a child walking and running and 
playing. Whether in the womb or walking, they both bear the image of God.  

  

VII) What do I Need to Know About the Image of God? 
 

A) Human beings alone are God’s image bearers. 
 

B) As God’s image bearers, human beings are under God and over lower creation. 
 

C) Human beings are the image of God, and this fact is not reduced to any aspect of our person or 
performance.   
 

D) As God’s image bearers, human beings have particular dignity, value and worth.  
 

E) As God’s image bearers, humans were made to mirror or image God as an act of worship, which 
is only possible as we turn towards God.  

 


